6 September 2013
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

BLAIR ESTATE DEBUTS CHARDONNAY
New Producer in the Arroyo Seco Releases First Chardonnay. 
Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA:  The Blair family, with multi-generational roots in Monterey County’s Arroyo Seco appellation, has released its first Chardonnay – the 2012 Blair Estate “Roger Rose Vineyard” Chardonnay. This inaugural white joins the Blair Estate Pinot Noir and Pinot Gris as first releases for the new, artisan producer.
Just 220 cases were produced in this initial bottling. The Chardonnay grapes for the release were grown on the Roger Rose Vineyard in the Arroyo Seco appellation. Primary fermentation took place in twenty-five percent new French oak (François Fréres and Seguin Moreau cooperage), fifty percent neutral French oak, and twenty-five percent small stainless steel barrels. Suggested retail is $28; the Blair Estate Chardonnay will initially be available online at www.blairwines.com and in select restaurants and fine wine retailers.   
The Blair Chardonnay will also be available in the winery’s tasting room on San Carlos Street in Carmel-By-The-Sea in the Paseo San Carlos Courtyard – between Ocean and Seventh Avenues. Blair Estate shares the chic new tasting salon with Shale Canyon Winery. The Blair Tasting Room is open daily.
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Winegrower Jeffrey Blair is enthusiastic about the debut effort: “The vineyard source’s cool climate location in the Arroyo Seco provided beautiful fruit; I believe we achieved a nice balance between barrel character and fruit expression. We are very proud of this wine.”
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Blair Vineyards is the newest micro-estate jewel in the Arroyo Seco appellation. The Blair family has deep roots in Monterey County, farming there for five generations. Initial plantings of ten acres are focusing on ultra-premium Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, two varietals perfectly suited to the rocky soils and cool climate of this northeast corner of the Arroyo Seco. Blair Estate’s tasting room is open daily in Carmel By-The-Sea.   The winery’s online home is blairwines.com 

contact: Jeffrey Blair  831.596.1505  jeffrey@blairwines.com 

